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Steep hikes to come in tyre, wheel and
battery prices
TyredealeFgoup cites costler€w matedals battery pncescould be up as much as 70q0.

AESIDES €cord fuelprices and higher Electronlc Road pncng rates, motorists must pepare to oav moe for
battedes, Wes 6nd wheels.

The sinqapoe MotorTyre Deah6 Association is p€parng to announce sizeabe pnc€ hikes, with battery pnces
qoing upbyas muchas 50 to 70 per cent,

Tye prices willgo up by 20 to 30 per cent, and wheeb by 10 to 20 percenti the association s assstant
secretary, MrRobedTng, tod Tne St6itsTmes,

He blamed hilher 6w materalcosts, s nglinq out the rising prce of ead, whhh accounts fofarcund 60 per cenr
ofth€ matedalcost for a battery.

on the London lletalExchance,lead hit a €cord us$3,366 (s$5,606) pertonne last Fndav, frcm us$1,550 a
y€arago, and uS$930 in 2005.

Pdces ofother metalsr such as nhkel, copper, patinlm and gold, ar€ arso ris nS fast. and obsery€G btafre
insatiable demand fom fasFindushalsing China for this.

'we h€vestood by forlong enoueh, As anassociation, w€ have to do somerh ng for o ur membeB, Mr Tng

The move to @6€ prjces follows simiar actbn by the SinQapoe Noodes t4anufactureG Assocaton, whtch
announced last week it had ecommended that membeE raise prtces by up to 30 per centi civen the hiqhercost
ofiour, Bakeri€ ae pobed to raise bread prces by 20 per L€rc

Tn€se announcements have c.ught the att€ntion oithe consumeB Assocation of stngapore (case),

'we Ere ofthe view that price adjustments shoutd be teft to the individuatdeah6 to deche, as each one of rem
hasa ditreedt cost structuE anddltrerentsources oisuppLy, said Case executive drectorSeah S€ng Choon,

'Associations engaging in prte hike ponouncements wllrhave to accounr for their own action ifsuch acrivties
aetolnd to be in beach of the conpetition law.'

he sald consumeE willexpect the conpettion comm ssion ofshoapo€ to act if busn€ss assocatons run afou

when asked if the move by the motortyre deahts b taftamountto pnce sigialing a prce cotusion practke
ilegalh the United States - the Competilion CommEsioi was lnabte to answersoecirEalv.

'whethera reconmendation restrcts the iadependence of individuatfims and raises compeUflon concems wil
depend on vadous facroB," a spokesman said, 'rhese inctude the natuE oithe recommendation, its contert

But the tyre dealeE'assoclaton, which has over 100 membe6, said it was meety a errinq motorisrs ro expecr

'ft's a free marlet - we're not iorcing o ur membeE to ra6e pnces, M r Tng said-

Som€ of hls assoclation's membe6, however, have already stafted to adjust pnces.Tyre and whee supplierYNl
lnt€mationalhas upped battery prices by abund20 percent in th€ ast 10 months.

YHlsenlormanagerRaymondChansaid the company has iotdecided on furtherds€s, but added tharrhe
stuation 'doesn't look qood'.

Non-membercofrfortDelcroEngineerinq,amajorcarworkshopope6tor,saditstyreandwheepnceshave
risen by 5 to 10 percent in the past year, while batteries have hpt 40 percent.

|4otorrsts seem Eslgned to the price hikes. senior nanaoer Gavin Yeo,46, sad: 'I oless wirh crude ol ar over
!S$90 a baftL everything willbe costler soon,


